Success stories in design: the Versluis Park.
This project's initiative was to go above and beyond the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) to provide universal access to a waterfront township park in Plainfield Township, Michigan. The challenges, defined by topography, fluctuating lake levels, and a lake/beach environment, had to be overcome by nontraditional methods. Creative solutions were used to provide access for individuals with a disability to engage Versluis Lake. A unique water access ramp and transfer station provide opportunities to enter the water. A viewing deck with companion seating areas allows friends and families to sit together side by side in a social setting. A floating pier with accessible fishing stations and seating creates another recreation opportunity. Nontraditional, creative designs can empower people with disabilities to recreate along a park's waterfront.